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The life of Chris Mercer is a perfect example 
of what can be achieved when you believe in 
yourself and follow your goals. Born and raised 
in Cooma, Chris dreamt of pursuing a career in 
theatre but initially lacked the self-confidence to 
make that dream a reality. Thanks to community 
support and a fortuitous grant from the Country 
Education Foundation, he was able to find the 
confidence to become a highly successful figure in 
the world of Australian theatre. Now he is sharing 
his story as part of the It Takes a Village initiative, a 
national campaign aimed at encouraging people 
to remember that all of us, not just parents and 
teachers, have a role to play in helping our local 
young people achieve at school. 

Inspired by Mark Friend, his drama teacher at 
the Monaro High School, Chris became involved 
in theatre after seeing a play called Seven Stages 
of Grieving. According to Chris, it was the local 
community that really helped him take the plunge. 

“Mark really gave me confidence and helped me 
understand that it was a viable career path,” Chris 
said. 

“Also, I went on a youth exchange to New Zealand 
through the local Rotary Club and they helped 
support me and opened my eyes to the fact that the 
world is out there and that I should get involved. 

“Finally, I got a grant through the Country 
Education Foundation and it just made me realise 
that someone else believes I have some value and 
gave me the confidence to really give it a go.” 

Chris went on to study a Bachelor of Creative 
Arts in Theatre Production and has since gone on 
to work across the world, including London’s West 
End and Broadway in New York as well as festivals 
in Edinburgh, Mexico and Hong Kong. He has 
worked as head of production at the Sydney Theatre 
Company and has recently transitioned into the 
private sector as a theatre consultant in Sydney. 

Through it all he has not lost sight of the town that 
he grew up in, nor the influence it had on helping him 
realise his dreams.

“I feel so grateful for where I grew up. I’ve never 
forgotten the extraordinary sense of community in 
Cooma and how much it helped me coming up,” 
Chris says.

It was this sense of community support that 

encouraged Chris to be a spokesperson for the It 
Takes a Village initiative.

The It Takes A Village initiative is run by the 
Community Council for Australia and focusses 
on getting everyone in the community involved in 
supporting young people with their education and 
the pursuit of their goals.

“You might be a sports coach, a music teacher, 
an uncle, a volunteer at a local charity, or even a 
neighbour. If you’ve got a young person in your 
‘village’ you have a role to play in helping them get 
a good education and achieving their dreams,” 
Community Council for Australia CEO David Crosbie 
said. 

“Chris’ story highlights just how important having a 
range of positive influences and instilling belief in our 
young people is.”

According to Chris, this message struck a chord 
with him and his personal set of experiences.

“I’ve had some key moments in my career which 
have taken me to the next level and, in general, I’ve 
only ever been able to make that next step by having 
a mentor. It was never a formal arrangement, but I 
would look back on them as mentors and couldn’t 
have done it without them.”
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Exciting things are hap-
pening for the youth of 
Monaro. We are seeing 
strong investments 
made across the region 
in education, sport, art 
and facilities. This year 
at least $50 million of the 
Stronger Country Com-
munities Fund will be 
committed to youth 
related projects. We 
now have the first ever 
Minister for Regional Youth, an initiative I am 
proud to have delivered on.

We owe our young people the very best oppor-
tunities, which is why I feel so strongly about 
supporting ventures related to the betterment 
of young people. It is up to the next generation 
to continue our legacy, but we are responsible 
for delivering the tools necessary to do so. I 
know I want to leave my daughters, their 
friends, the youth of Monaro and young people 
across the state a strong community that will 
prosper. A community that is supported by a 
government invested in the future of young 
people.

When I announced the Minister for Regional 
Youth I felt there was no better pick than Bron-
nie Taylor. She is an asset to the role, her enthu-
siasm for and understanding of the regions is 
paying dividends for our community’s wellbe-
ing, particularly young people. I know that 
together we will provide the very best pros-
pects for young people. We can already see it 
through in-reach nurses in regional areas who 
are providing tailored support to school aged 
children. We see it in the 100,000 fee-free 
apprenticeships designed to assist young 
people pursue a career in a trade. I also know 
how critical it has become for the government 
to support future generations. Young people 
everywhere should be afforded the same 
opportunities regardless of their geographical 
location.

The NSW Government is ensuring we assist by 
providing a number of grant opportunities for a 
range of youth activities and education. We 
know the young people of Monaro and NSW 
deserve the very best education, facilities and 
support possible.

Chris says it took a village

The Cooma Community Garden 
has some new wicking beds. 
Come on down to the information 
session and demonstration at 
the gardens, next to St Andrew’s 
Uniting Church on Soho Street, at 
11am today, Wednesday June 5. 

Holding an initial information 
session and demonstration 
on Sunday April 28, about 20 
people attended to learn how 
to make the wicking beds. 
Antia Brademann of Cooma 
Waterwatch held the 
information session.

Cutting an Industrial 
Bulk Container (IBC) in 
half makes the beds. 
The Cooma Community 
Garden purchased theirs 
from South East Rural 
Supplies.

Wicking beds can also 
be made from old apple 
crates, however the 
IBCs are used because 
they are made from a 
sturdy plastic, which is 
less likely to leak and 
deteriorate. 

Agricultural pipe 

and PVC pipe overflow outlets 
are placed in the base of the 
container, which is covered 
by small pebbles. This is 
then covered with soil for the 
vegetables or plants.

The reservoir of water at 
the base of the bed allows 
the roots to have a constant 
supply of water, but the overflow 
mechanism prevents the plants 
from becoming water logged. 

Cooma Community Garden’s 

Dave Harkins says these wicking 
beds will be useful for them in 
Cooma’s often-dry climate. It will 
allow for less frequent visits to the 
garden to water the beds during 
those dry times. 

If you would like to become 
involved with the Cooma 
Community Garden or are 
interested in taking part in future 
workshops, contact Dave on 
0407 600 436. 

New beds for Cooma garden 


